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- Matros 
I-l Asame Const. Sept. 18, 1954. 


APERPETRA DE LA SESSION 


Se abre la sesién a las 4:37 peme, ocupando el estado 
G1 Presidente Claro ur. Recto. 


SL PRESIDENTS, Se a bre la sesién. 
DISPENSACION DE LA LECPURA DZ LA LISTA Y¥ 
D&i, ACTA 

SL SR. BSCARSAL, Kefor rresidente, 

BL SR, PRESIDENTE, Sefer Delegaod por Leys 

SLSR. ESCARBAL, Pido que se dispms: ia lecture de 
lal lista del Acta, dfndose est4 por aprebada y presente 
un "quorum," 

EL SR. PRESIDERTE, Si no hay objeciém, asi se acuerda. 
(iio hubo objecién.) queda aprobada, 





DESPACH) DS LOS ASUNTOS QUE ESTAN SOBRE 
LA MBSA DEL PRESIDENTE | 


KL SR. PRESIDSNTR, Léase los doewentes recibidos. 
BL SBCRETARIVe (Leyendo) 


(insert ense ) 
MR, MONTILLA, Mre Presid ente, 
HE »yRESLDENT, The gentleman frompecidental Negros. 
MR, BONTILLA, Mre President, 1 wish to make use of my 
half-hour privilege. 
{HE PRESIDENT, The gentleman has the floor. 


SPEECH OF MR, MONTILLA ON NATIOMBALISTIC 
WATIONAL POLICIES 


WR. MONTILLA, Mte Président, and gentleman 66 the 
Convention; Our constitution shuld embedy the »rincigeal of 
Hati naliem,. it is our solemn duty not only to the people of 
that elected us but to tese generations that are to come tint 
this constitutiondrafted by Filipinos for the Filipinos, 





shovld not enly contain the genuis of the race but also pre- 
cepts more subtantial é@hat will head tothe properity, welfare 


and stability of our country. 
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A constitution that ean really be said tt is not only 
Gubodiesthebill of Hights of the *eople but alao embodies a 
dsecleration of “atimalistic rolicies that will make 


those rights of our people a legsey froafather to Son, and 





fromgon to sen. 


— 


THSSS Matiomlistic Meti-nal folicies should be insew 
ted in the constitution in as simple a manner as possible, 
it sho 1d be & mere deG@laration of polfcies and not in 
itemized relation ef the things to Be done, authoriz ne the 
ESLinNGE Philippine stgisiatere to promulgate such laws as 
may wltimately lead te the desired goal. 

the rhilippine Legieieture is elested tw the Filipino 
p@eple from time to time t. legislate fro the go 4 of the 





countrye if the power for putting into effect thepolicics man- 
dated ty the Constitutionis ieft intheir hands, the legislae 
tions that will be fortheoming wili be such thet will see 
modate themselves to the conditious than exist ing. | 
mationaliem, hovwever,sho 14 be our Doctrin 6, % should 
think amd act like Filipinos; we should buy and #e11 Filipino 
goods, and we should educate our children to be real Filipinos. 
@t was mationsliem that se: ved Sugland and hereolonies from 
ecomomic rain; it is maticusliam that ms made Japan the third 














most powerful mtion of the world; andé it natiomlian that 
has foreed the united states of America to grant us our Im 
dependences and Mr, President, it is nationalian tht will 
make that independence abblessing to be enjoyed by us and 
by our posterity, an independence tha t will be truce and real, 
ana indepentenes for whieh so mny of our berees suffered 
martyrdem and so mudh presious blood were shed by predecs- 
ssers in the field of battie. 

Bow is the time to mke Nationalisation a thing of 
@eeds andnot of wrds,. We are drawing up & constitation for 
the ehilippine Comoonwealth, a conctitution thet wiligudde 
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-«@ @@stinies of theFilipino people during the transition 
period of tenyears as provided in the tydings-NeDuffie 
ifaw, and may perhaps be continued onafter our independence, 
During this trensitionperiod we will still be under the pre- 
tection of the Americanflag., itis therefore, now that we should 
Sliminate as much of th: foreign influece as possible so that 


at the eni of theten years, we wil: find our country nationa- 





lized to a point tiwhere we eon face the future without 
doubt andfear,. 


With this I do not mean tos ay that we should copsider 





all @oreigners as undesirables, but what i do mean tomy is 
that we shouldbve in Filipino banda as much of the cowmtryts 
trade as compatible wit hgood international practice, 

fhe Constitutional Precepts that i believe will ulti- 
mately lead us to ow desired goal are: 

le The complete nati nmeligation of our lands and natwal 

Peso urse.s 

2. The nationalization of our commerce and industry 
compatible wtith good international practices. 

with the complete nationalization of our lands andn m- 





tural resourses it is to be understood that our god-given birth 
right, should be 100% in Filipino hands. it wil) be the duty 

of the Philippine Legislature to enact laws to this effect 

and also laws regulating the leasing of these most p reciouw 
of our possessions in such a manner and in such a length of 





time to foreigners as will not endanger our national existence 
dené nation. Lands a nd antural resources are 

as an indepen — 

immovatle and as such ean be compared tothe vétetengnas of 

a person$s body, thelack of possession of which »ay eause i 

ine@nat death or the shortening of life. Ief we do not ¢com- 


pletely nationalize these two of our most importnat belongings, 








I am afraid a time will come when we will be sorry for the @y 


we are born, Our fndependence are we goint to have if part 
of our country as not in our hands but in the hands of 


he eee & BS 
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Davee is an @sample of what I mean, Due to the Iaxness 
of our lews concerning the Duying, selling and leasine of 
our lands, a great portion of one of our most fertile soils 
is inth the hands of the Japanese, Now is this state of n¢f 
affairs were allowed to éentinued, the japanese wil! continue 
to emtend their exploitation of our land. Let us say that 
aft rv seversl years thesapnese should hve expanded their 
ivend-holdings to such an extent that our Goverment will see 
fit to put a step to further developpent, do you think 
Mr. President, that we will have the courage to tell the 
Japanese te get out or Davao ond thefores behind that courage 
toe heave our d si-e complimented? The answer, i th nk is noj 
Given if we shouldhave theceurga® to say, we do not have 
the Havy nor the Army te have our desires acomplished with. 
what thenis the remedy, you will ask? The remedy is to elé@- 
minate the cause, i repeat that the remedy is for us to have 
our lands and natural resourses completely in Filipino hands, 
and aim I repeat that it must ve the duty of the vhilippism 





L@cislative te put this selicy into effect, and reculate the 
contractwl powers of the lesser and thel}esary, as well as 
the power to sell by the ower, 
As @ wise man said, "It is a wiser law that which pre- 
vents the com mitment of acrime than that which punishes sane." 
Im connection to my second proposed constit utional pre- 
eept that it shall be the duty of the rhilippine “ecislat&e 
to enact i-ws for the nationalimtion of our eCommerce and i 
industry compatible with good internation] practice, i mean te 
say that all sug functions of wmmmerce andi&d industry as 
eanbe practiced by the Filipinos should be a mtter of legie 
latton ty ou Lecislature to give then thexclusive rights to 








perform these fmetions, but I t must be understedd thet the 





foreicn import and export trde as geil as theforeicn eapétal 


alresay invested, must be duly proteéted, 
one of the fmetions of commerce that I¥ believe, could 
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be discharged exelusively by Filipinos would be the buying 
and selling in retail. fhis does not unduly affect the foe 
ra@gn import and exporttradeas the retailers will continue 
to sell the goods be they jJapanes or Chines, 8s loncgas the 
sublic continue todemand these coodse Mr. rresident, last 


year i made a trip to Japan and 1 ean assure gou that through 





the léngth and bredth of that expire 10% of the retail due 


Ssiness is in the eapanese hands. 
This is umquesti raAbly one of th« reasens for the 
greatness of 4@ nm. She has instilled into the seul of the 


e@opie quietly the spirit of netionalian by makin the Ja- 


dealers 
panese public buy their daily needs from Japanese dethass. 
This 


This legislation to which i refer must contain a provision 





that a]1 foreign retail commerce already @stablished must be 
given a sufficient time, whie sho. 4 not be more than the 
$ransition period, to liquidate their business, thos fmetions 
of industry that can be discharged by the Filip nos wibhout 
injurty t@ the industry itself and thepublie at large shold 
be the gubjeet of legislation too, by our legi sighure, 

@ are aware, however, toat comverce and nidustry San- 
not prosper unless tie re is espitd. it is the duty therefos 
of the govern cnt to make that capital available. How can t 
that eapital be made available? it can be madcavailable by 
lecielation making it compulsory for the banks established 
in the Philipoine islands, to set aside a certain percentage 
ef their deposits to be loaned te Filipinos wishing toengage 








in ecomeeree and industry. 
i wish to cite a specific instance where the Governam t 
aided to Filipinize the sugar industry by means of the vhi- 
lippine Hati nal Bank and hs come out succ@seful in her expi~ 
ment, and it mow one of her best sources of profit. These- 
called bamk controls are 100% Filipino, both im eapitd and 





personnel. 
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Another point I wish to touch is our economic inde pen- 
dence Keonomie Independenee is just as important as political 
independenge as without its political independene cannot 
long enduw. “istry has taught us many lessons. Mmpires and 
covernment have fallen or else bowed to the will of thers, b 
because they were not economieal'y independent, whsreas-en 
because 
the-oth-9-handss-suek-eount ries were economically independat 
whereas on the other hand, swh counties &As have maintained 
their economic independence have likewise maintained their 
national existence 
What then are we to do to make our country economically 
independent? To make our coutry econ omieal'y independent, 
we sho ld in my @6pinion,pmotect our export and raise those 
preducts whieh we cosume, it is a fact tmt the mior pereén- 


tage of the revenues of our government actuallya re derived 





from our export trade, if this trade should disappear the ma- 





jor revenues of our govemmment will likewase disappear which 
would leave our fianecs in such a deplorable state, that i 


am afraid we will mot he able to meet theneeds of an indepen- 
damit existence. We can best effect the protection of our ex- 





ports by the wiese use of triff. i am therefore submitting 
for the actionof the corresponding committee, the follow ng 
Constitutional precept; 
THE PHILIPPINE LEGISLATUSE , OR THE GOVENOR GENERAL, 
WHEN SO EMPOWERED TO BY THE LEGISLATURE, 15 THEREBY 
AUTHORIZED TO R GTLAT® TARIFF, 
To d emonstrate hy pogmb mor grephically in the question 
of tariff, let us say for example, that inthe United States 


ge can sell our svar to more advantang@, we covld say to 





Anerica, "You protect our sugar in your mrket and we will 





protect your maphineries and enan ed goods in cur market." 





Supposing we eould awll our ceconut and emp at an advantage 





in the japanese Market, we could aay te Japan, "You protect 





our coconut and hemp in your market and we wil) port et your 






cotton goods in our.* And we could go onciting the rest of our 









“Te S 21ge-7 


@xport a. 


it is now @ feregone conclusion that tariff has a dizxet 
bering on thexport and import of any co ntrys We cannot sell 
unéless we also buy. 

the United States of American tried to protect her home 
industries by raising toriff wals ggainst her competitors but 


she soon found ot that this was na unwise policy beeause h 





ner competitors retaliated and her loss im export trde wer 
tremendously bigger than her gain in logal trade, and found 
it necessary to change her policy by authorizing tr President 
to enter into r-ciprocal tariff treaties in the ot r nations 





soas to agian recover her sup ort tmile. 

i am also submitting for the considerations of the aor 
responding committee, a transitory constitutional precept as 
follows: 

MAINTENCAGE UP THE PARTY OF THE FILIPINO PESO 

WiTH THR AMERICAN DOLLAR DURING THE PERIUD uF THE Pile 

LIPYI NE COMMONWEALTH, 

During the period @& the Commonwwealth we will still 
be under the American flag and our commere®l1 transactions 
will be carried ine xactly the same wayas we have been carzy- 
ine on in the past few years of Americun sovereignty. This, 
however, shovld be inserted in the constitutionas an appendix 
and of transitory charscter the same t least during the pe- 
riod of transition. in my epinion, it is n(cessary that this 
provisions be inserted in the Constitution te despell from 
the minds of @he-geeste our local, native capitalists, the 
fear that their money will depreekte and stop a possible 
tide of outgoing capital, which we will so badly need 
during the G@ransition petiod to help develop our countrys 

Mr. President, this is not a remote probability. Just 
a few weeks agos, when the newspapers carried the news that 


we were to have an independent monetary syst, there was a 
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rush on the part ef local eupitalists te change their filipi- 
mo money into foseign, moeny. Money se changed whem the public 
by means of the same n@wspaper, were S&gain informed that no 
chhnge would be effected in ow monctary ay stan 

it may be argued timt the blow wili have to fall sooner 
or later, so why not let if fallg, Soe. My anewer is that the 
inter bhe blow falls, the better it willbe for the Philippine 





islanmis, The period of transition provided inthe rydings- 
McDuffie Law was purposely inserted by Gongress to give the 
Filipino pepple and he American captial invested in the is- 
lands time to readjust themselves economiealiy, Andif such 
has been the urpose of Congress, we shold so readjust our 
commerce, industry and finanees will find us prepared todd 
meet the new conditiors timposed by an independent existence. 
Most of the wars have e@en caused by economis reasons. 
The United States of America declared war against Spain bee 
cause she wanted to protect her international commerce, Gere 
many declared war agsinst the Allies because she wanted to 
mintain and expand her created wold's trade, japan fouht 
Ghina, because, as she said, she wanted to protect her inte- 
rests ereafted in China, it is, therefore, our duty to our 
duty te our country and to the gemrations to come that 





that we should do our part to eliminate Ghat night 
possibley develop into a cuse Sor ware lire resident, and 
eentlenen e8 the Convention, 1 believe, it is our sworn duty 
to restiict as much as possible the establishment of created 
foreicninterests. 

we should profit fromour experiences of the past. Out 
out of our mistakes of the past we should take the lesson f 





for the tomerrowe Im the past, we have paid too much atten 
tion to our political developen@n@ and very little attention 





to our economic @velopment. it is, therefore, incumbent upon 
us now that in the formation of four constitution that whic 


we have negleeted in the mst, must be given proper att ation 
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move It is argued that our nationals sheuld develo» themselves 
@comomicaly throwh competition with the foreigners and without 
the aid of the law, Yet thooe who argue thus would be the leue 
aest in their denunciations if it were proposed that our po⸗ 
liticians (Filipinos) showld develo» themsel ves throu ch 
competition with the foreigners and without the aéd of the 
law, Yet ther: is no differmee from oie and the otter 
lrmument. 

i am of the epinion that pur nationals be aided by 
inw to develop themeelves economically as upon their pros- 
perity shall also depenie the prosperity of the whole country. 
it is of reéerd that 85% of the commerce of the rhilippine 
ielands are in foreign hands. This is a very damerous titua- 
tiom and it és up to us to correct it. The remedy is in ow 
hemds and we must take, it. The the years of transition pei of 
afforis us a @ianee to correct this situstion and . would not 
be surprised that if due protection and stimulus were given 
qur peole, they will be equal to the task and at the « xpirhe 
tion of the ten years, we will find the oroportion reversed, 

It is of course to be understo d thet all the precepts 











i heve recommende( will be subject to the limitations im ose 
by the Tydinge-MeDuffie Law. 
i want to say furthr, that i do not want to be const ed 
ae @ narrowminded, radical and selfish nationalist, as the 
constitutional preeepts that i reesomnend here are ample and 
@lestie and in accordance with tood internatiom practice 
end leaving in the hands of our leislature the might to 
aporove laws as it may see fit to the end that our mtional 
existence be assured and our foreign relations be beneficial 
beth to the foreigners and the Filipinos alike, 
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in conclusion, I wikh to state that this is not the t ime 
for fear and vacillations. rhis is not thet ime of jetting 
the future take dare of itself. this is the tine for action; 





the future wil be whatwe want it now to be. W@ are now conse 


trueting the foundations of our future independent government 





upon whose foundatins our institutions, and nati nal existeee 
Willrest. Sahli we construet this foundationto last only fa 
a short time or shaliwe ¢gonstruet ti to last forever? itis 
true that we mightsuffer during the first few years of our 
national existeneg but what is this suffering commred to th 
joy we willbe giving our sonsand @augh ers and these that 
will come after them? A joy that will know ho bounds, a 

joy founded on the mowledge thatthis “Pearl of the Orient 
is really theirs to @harish and to hold, 





ML, SR, OREWSE . Sefior Presi dente, 

BL SR, PHESID Ents, Sefior Delegado. 

SL SR, ORENSE, Presento la mocién sobre la resolucién 
Osias de que se vote, 4 menos que os presenten y comencemos 
a tratar de enmiendas,. 

KLSR. PMESIDRNTE, Bay otro caballero ue desea hablar, 
y 1a mesa le concede el] uso de ia palabra. 


MR. INTING,. Mre Preside nt. 
“HE PRESIDENT, The gentleman from Bohol. 
HE RR, LETING, Mtoe President, i wish touake we of ny 





half hour privilegé. 
"HS PRESIDeNTE, The gentleman from ....has the thor 


SPEECH oF MR. LNTIM? OW THE REA TION 
BETWREN THE INSULAR GOVERNMENT AD THE LOCAL 
GOVEREM "NT UNDER TH! CONSTITUTION 
WR. INTING, Mre President and gentlemen fo the Con- 
yontions. Many of the distinguished membersof this convention 
weve ste ad on this platform and discoursed on varied subj ecs 
| wost of these discourses were realiy founteins of wisdom which 
served to throw light on the many perplexing fundamentalpro- 


nieme eannected with the delgeate task of framing the consti- 
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tution of the Philippines} I do not pretend here to bring 


N 


te your words of wisdom nor to appear as an authority to 
discuss the manifold aspects of a constitution. I just stand 
before you, gentlemen 6f the convention, to bring your 
attention certin praetieal problems that need a proper 
and adequate solvtion by this qugust bedy regarind the relae 
tom between the Insular Government and the local government 
under the constitution, for which ack I ask your generosity 
and indulgence, 

x luyer, birlliant though he mybe, does not dare te 
defend cases in court without first ascertaining the facts 





from his client, and neither does a doctor, famous tho he 
may be, Spply médicien to this patient witna,t first having 
diagnosed that pstient&s sickness. in omer, therforg, that 
this body of intellectmi men from all professions and callings | 
of life may be a position to solve the problems pertaining 

to the provincial and municipal goverment, it is boty exe? 





dient and necessary f@a@ I bring to yo,,r attention some facts 
nd anomalous ineidents in the administration of provincial 
and munieppal covernments. 

\ --7 pairst of all, 1 should say that the present system of 
— government is far from being democratic, There is an evi- 
dent ever-contralimtion, ani the provincial and municipal 
— vernment are to acr at extent dep mdent upon the insular 
Government. in the municipalities, for instance, the elected 
officials are divested of the powers that should be theirs as 
direct representatives of the peo le. in their acts ani de- 
Gisions, the municipal Presidmet and councilora ave not only 
closely watched and supervised by the higher officials but 
are subjected to numerous limitations md hindrances, and &s 
a consequence, the mmbers of the municipal council lose their 
dnitiative and even their desire to respond to the demind 
of the veople tework for their welfare, The muncipal Bullget 


of the coupeigl is subject to the approaval or di sapprova | 
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of the Brevineial Treasurer. All of the ordinances, rese- 
lutions and other aets of the Previneial the couneil sannot 
be valid or effective wit out the saction efthe Frovineial 
board, the municipal coumeil eamnot even élose a street or 
rad without the prior approval the Bepartres head, These 
are but few inst nees toshow how the members of the mupici- 
pal council are shackled and made to foliow rigid rwies of 
action so that instead of making use of thetr initiative ani 
leadership to devise means of promoting thewelfare of the 
peo '¢, theya re only mde to ursue regular courses and pro- 
cesses »rovided for by our present aystem of covernvent,. 

What is true of our municipal council is also @uue 

ture of our Provincial Board, Ye have alisorts of intcfereme 
nd intrusions inte the internal workings of the “ovipial 
Boarda ni in the administration of local affairs coming from 
different sourees and branches of goverment. Te cite some 
inetances, theprovincial auditor is generally the one 
that determines whethe: there is a need for supply of mate 
rials for o ffices. rvrovineial hospitals are enti ely beyond 
the control of the Provineial soard notwithstandint 
the fact tmt the provinces and all the municipalities therm 
of are contributing 2 considerable amount of money every 
yeas S@r their maintenance, fhe money alicted to ths pro- 

inees from the so-ealied cgasolim fund is given withthe spe- 
4ifie instruction that it shuld be applied to projects 
alr-ayd indicated ani the Provineial Board has nothing to § 
say on this matter, The plantilla of the #rovineial voverm 
ment is subject 66 thespreval of the Department of the In- 
terior and even budgets B¥eNX of the provinces are sent & 








that effiee for reaons that I cannot understand, These 
examples ofintevention and interference with the powers of 
members of the intervention and interference with the powers 
of the members of the srovincial soard are suffident to dis- 
courage them in their desire towork for the good of the 


vw 
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people the province by whom they were duly elected and for 
whose welfare the are committed to strive. 

Gentelman forthe Convention, this overlapping and 
conflict of powers intheadministration of municipal and pro. 
vineial ogvernment, andthis in erfereme coming f romthe 
higher department andfrom the appointive officials who are 
not responsible to the peopel, have created an anomalous sit- 
tuation in o r provinces and municipalities wherein the elee- 
ted officials are made responsible officials without the cor- 
responding authority. This state of &ffiars IMs not been con 

ustive to progress and inprovem#nt im the provinees and 
municipalities bub rather it has been the sourse of troubles 
which always redound to theprejudice of the peqie, To be 
in consonance tothe priciples of democracy, there is no fua- 
een why elected officials of the town, the direct reprsenta- 
tive s of the people, should not have suficient powers to ¢ 
govern and run their own loeal daministration, There is nof# 
valid reason why there should be a hindrance and obstacle to 
the powers of the council to look fo and to device meams 
of getting sourees of income and to provide and spend their 
own fund as they see fit for the good and welfare of their 
people. fTheyare the ones in a position todecide what 
measures are for the good and welfare of the people and be- 
cause they ae the ones in daily contact withtem, theyare the 
ones in a position to deci de what measures are for the good 
and waAfare ofthe people because theyare the on s in daily 
sontact with them, they™EXX are the ones that have studie 4 
and are fami%ar withtheir customs traditions and aspiration. 
When they make provisions in their municipal Guaget for muni- 
cipal projects, they h ve the honest belief that the aid pao~ 
jects are for the interests of their&X town-people, ami no 
Provineial Treasurer can be wiser than the councilor in this 
particular respect. Yet, notwithstandint, this fact, it is 
not 2 fage incidmt that a Provincial Treasurer, wit ho ut 








66 
ah. a % F< 


himself being responsible to the people or being the one — 


~¢ 
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called upon to respond totheir needs an necessities, runs ceun- 





ter to the desire of the people 4m most eases just for the 
purpose of satisfying hhs whims and capricesk and of displa- 
ying that he isapower above and greater then the representa- 
tive of the people. These much abued powers of the Provincial 
Treasurer have caused many misunderstandings, confligets | 
and disruptions in the administraction of }eeak affairs 

im many municipalities thoughout the Philip»ine islanis, The 
interventions coming from the Department of tle Interior are 
oabstacles that are obstructing the efforts ofthemunicipal 
council in workig@ for the uplif® and progress of #he people. 

The interference from the different appointive officisls 
and the prohibitions coming fromthe Department head have li- 
mited to the minimum t he shpere of actionof the Provincial 
Board in the administrationscf lcoeal affairs) The work of the 
members of the provineual board is almost mechanioal. in facf, 
I can say here without fear of successful contradiction that 
under the present system of our government, notwithstanding 
the fact that we profess democratic practices, the Provineil 
Govermment can be fun by the Provineial Governor without 
the prewenee and assistance of the Members of the Provincial 
Board. : 

i wish to make it clear that 1 am not attacking any 
varticular individual or any set of appointive officials, but 
rather the system of coerment which I believe to be defective 
with the honest desire to uphold the dignity, authority ani 
responsibility of the frovincial and municiapla executives 
| and other loeal elective of‘icials in whom is reposed the 
confidenee of the people of admigister their local affairs. 

I need not state here that during Clections the hottest and 
most frenzied fight sometimes accompanied with bloodshed, is 
ween between loel candidates. Each of them makes clear to 
the people his policy and pregram of administration with 


Se never-missing promises of giving improvements to the com 
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munity, What a sorry sicht, what a mockery and a delusion 
whente the @lective officials shall have assumed office 
only to find out that they are without the powers necessary 
to bring about the crystallization of their much advertised 
plans and policies, 

Members of the Convention, the stiugels of our country 
fromthe tine that Magellan and his men landed on the island 
of Hattan, has been 2 strugcle for liberty and democracy. 
it was 4 strugcle ahainst conquest and dominationin order 
to prese:ve among the Filipinos a government of the people, 
ty the people and for the people, this struggle for the p 
pirneiples of democracy which has been carried over from 
senezmtion tog eneration willmmve resounded its final echo 
in this august body when we smi! have drafted that p« manent 
safeguard ofour liberties, the constitution of our Philippine 
Commonwealth and coming Philippine Hepublie{ yet even thouchk 
we @Ghall have finishei this great takes, nemely, the realiza- 
tion of the dreams of ovr forefathers who have falien in the 
battle fields and t ose who died without seeing thedawm ad 
liberty, we will not beable to proclaim wit: enthusiasm 
to our people that liberty is already ow to enjoy if 
in the shaping ef ow own aftairs and in the determination 
of our own administration, the voice of the peoplet thru 
their @lected representatives will be wade subs rvient to 
the wil. @m dpower to appointive of‘icials not responsible 
te the people, i, therefore, with te voic® to yas lr 
vresident and menbers of the Conventi =, the sentim dt of t 
my people tiat infrem ng this priceless, historie docunent, 
the fundamental law of the land, we must once and for all 
solve this yexing probles of local administration ond make 


our provincial and municipal governmert self-governing and 





autonomous in charseter so tmt our people sin l then realize 


that the fru&t of the struggie of our forefather, the blessir 


li@aty 
of liberty and demoseracy, are taray within their reach, if 
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we want our provinees and municipalities to be progressive and to 
remain backward as we sec them now, we must east away the shackl« 
that bind the hands and feet of our local officials, we must 
givethem the right of initiative and mor. freedom of action 
for only in this way ean we expect to see in thenear future 
a wonderful progress in our provinces and municipalities, 

Members of the Convention, i appeal to you that this pro- 
Biem should not be overlooked in the framing of our constitu- 
tion. BM Other countries have expressly safeguarde the rights 
ami powers of local government by inserting in their constitu 
tion provisions respecting local autonomy, We find that in 
the Gemstitution of Switzerland the autonomy of their cantens 
ami communes is insured, the framers ofthe volish Constitution, 
the constitution of the Hepublie of furkey, andthose of my 
other countries, have advocated the princi of decent raliza- 
tion and the sem ration of powers and safecuarded the autonomy 





of their lecal covermments. in framing our constitution, we 
ave setting up a new landmark in the political history of our 
country and in its progress towards the realizationof our na- 
tional ideal, the liberty of our peopl®°ené freedom of our 
motherland. Yes, there will be a magzificient chaumse in our 
eo ve rnne nt al guts but our people, @specially those living 
in the distant bar-ios«and small communities will not at ali 
realize the triumphant march of our country in our political 
evolution toward self-government and self-determination 
if in the towns and in thep provinces no changes can be mie 
in the present system of our local governmerts, there ean 
be no real democracy in our comtry if the atmosphere of 
freedom is found only in the central gevernment while in the 
provinees and municipalities the will of the people does 
not find expression thru their duly constit uted representatives. 
of course, I do not advocate the absolute separation of 
our local gove mments from the central government, mor do i 
dream of putting into practice in our country the pre-deme- 
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eracy system in the canten covernment as they have it in 


Switzerland. i do not even believe that there is a necessi- 
ty of changing the politiesl anz gographiecal divisions of 
our provinees and towns into states and counties for the 
degrets do not lie in ou present political ani reographi- 
Gal divisions, What i hereby advoeate is the abolition of 
the ver-centralizationo ef our government in a such a manner 
Ghat the insular vovermment shal: have only the richts of 
Sup@rvisiono over the loeal governam ts, the control over 
matters national in character, the provincial e-d municipal 
governments retaining their complete autonomy with res- 
pect to the administration of loenl affairs. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, i gppeal to you, once more, 
that in our constitution there must be inserted provisions gi- 
ving our municipal and provineial govermments complete aute- 
in the administration of their loeal affairs, After we shall 
heave completed our déliecate and serious taks of framing the 
titution of ovr country, after we shal have made the histo- 
riecal achievement of securing to cour people the Wssings of 
liberty and freedom, thru the safeguardss of our fundamental 
lew @6f the land, we went to return to our respeétive homes, 
back to our common people with hearts beaming with joy in 
telling them the news that mow and hemecforward they may 
call themselves really free people because thru their dee 
tive officials in the municipalities and provinces, they 
ean legislate and manage their own affairs, and minister 
to their own needs and mosasity with sufficiem freedom of 
action to emble them to make their own communities procres- 


ABve, hap y and prosperous, 


KL SR, PRESIDENTE, Tiene la palabra @] Delegado por Ce- 


bu Sr. i bafiez. 
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SPESCH OF MR. LBANEZ IN FAVOR oF THE 
OSIAS RESOLUTIUR 


My IBANEZ Mre vresident and gentlemen of the Cohven- 
tion: Much has been said for and against the Gsias Resolu- 
tion, Practical 'y 11 points have been brought up and ably 
discussed by the prominent members of this convention, Had 
this debate been a banquet, we, who are served the last for 
being the léast, will have to be contented wibhk the bones 
and crumbs left ty favored guests. i rise not te rediseuws 
the points brought up for i am afraid that my little know- 
ledge én the subject, or my arvugwments, have already been 
presented by the former speakers, i rise, therefore, to ask 
you to bear with me while i tel! you an ineident which has 
some connection with the osias resolution, A few wights ago 
I slept with my mind saturated with the instructive anid plea- 
sing discussion on the osias resolution. in my sleep i dreamt 
that only a few years soon after we drafted and approved «a 
 eenstitutionfor the transition period oenmly all of us dele- 
gates to this Convention died and by mutwel agreement on 
the part of our close relatives our mortal remkins had been 
gathered and buried in front of thie very building. Over 
our craves were written various fmscriptions presenting te 
ereat valor of Ganerale Sandiko and AlejandFino, the untiring 
efforts of Guevara, the dficiency of Guenco, the foresighted- 
ness of president ecto, the wits and huwnour of Quiremon 
alquino, the celebrated talents of Dr, valma and Dr. laurel, 
the @legance of xafols and company, the thunderous oration 
of the second class delegate orense, the immense wisdom 
of Sotto and somualdez and Company, the unti-ing efforts of 
Gregerie Perfecto and o:r limping José Hepomuceno, and of 
course the mdaunted patricticon of all the delegates to this 
as embly minus yors truly. But gentlemen, soon after indepa- 
@ence was proclaimed by the President of the United States 
end the first legi@ature under the xepublic was genvened, 
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Joo’ wizal ani Mabini. . ... . 
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HE, VSNTORA, Me President, i rise for a point of ordére 
The speaker is “king on prophecies, According to our rules 
the gentleman is tolking on a subject that does not pertain 
to the constituti n. The dreams of the centleman has nothing 
to do with the constitutional precept s, 

TH PRESIDENT. El Orador esta todavia en preliminarce, 

UR. YBa"ezZ (Continuing) Jose Rigal, Mabini and the max 
tyred three priest, Pelipe Calderon, Felipe Agoncillo and 
Gregorio Arameta were reinearmated in the persomalitics of 
our sematere and representatives and the first bil) that was 
brought under consideration by both houses was a bil! proe 
vidinm: for the immediate ranoval and @etructionof the craves 
amd resains of the delegates of this Convention. ¢recorico 
Araneta reasoned out that we have clarly neglected our due 
ties and bctrayed = confidence of the people in ap roe 
ving a constitution for the transition period and mot only 
for republic, good fer the teneition peried only and not 
good for republic, good for the ten-year period only. Our 
acts have been interpreted as a deriliction of duty imposed 
on ue and a breach of confidene: reposed whieh d eserve 
severe -unishment, Apolinario Mabini ani Arellano maintained 
that we have not been wise enouwh to qupechout/aahsen 
and authority as delecates, General Gregorio del Pilar ex- 
claire’: “How soon have these people forgotten that valor 
¥ heave show at tired Passe.” Jose Rizal in disgust exclaimed: 
‘"“ew fruitless have I wrotten my two volumes, “Holi Me Tange- 
re* ond "21 Filibustericmo" and my last farewell." Andres 
Sonifacic shouted: “How vainly heve i died for these people." 
Yes, gentlemen, such was my drew, and but a dream, and @ tho 
it is only | dream i amt @liine this ae a premonition. If 
we are Grafting © constitution for the transitionp peirod 
only we should be ready to receive theverdiet of the people 
ant the ceneure of the future generations yet to come. 


ent, five hundred pesos have been appro- 
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Mr. President, five hundred thousand pesos have been 

appropriated by the last legislature for the @ection and 

for the per diems of the delegates of this Conventi~n, It 
was then as it is now crisis time, hence thepreachine and 
practice of the seconomie policy. 1 tell you, gentleman, if 
this five hundred thousand pesos have been intended for the 
expenses of the dgafting of a constitution for a ten-year 
period only, how costly would that constitution bel and how 
ingonsistent we are in our policies; Gentelmen of the Gon- 
vention, America has given us the Philippine Bill, the Jones 
Lew as Our covermmental charters. If Ameria mersly inten- 
ded to give us a constitution for the t ansitionp peired 

she could have given us timt without the necessity of bother- 
ing us, Sut, gentlemen, I maintained that the intention of 
the United States Congress in grating us the Tydings-Mebuffie 
Law is to have us formulate e e nstitution cood for teneyar 
period and alse the republic, end we are the very ones 

ealied by Concress to draft that comtitution becxuse Com ress 
does not know, at least it does not pretend to know how to 
make one forus, end rightly so, because the peopie of the 
Umited States are not well acqueinted with our ideals, Gus- 
tome an usages, our real needs ani our aspirations. In fact, 
the people of the United States do got know whether we rea- 
liy desire independence or not, and it is for this very rea- 
on why this constitutionwe are drafting is tobe sulmitted 
te the people will only approve a constitution which is 

ood for the transitionperiod but for the republie after 


independence is our goal. I thank yas 





LEFANTAMIENTO DE LA SESION 


SR, ROMERO, Sefior Presid ete, 

ELS. PRESIDSNTE, Seller Delegado. 

BL SR, ROMERO, Pide que se levante ia sesién hasta mafiana 
a las cineo de 14 tarde, 


BL SR, PRESIDENTE, Se ha pidido el levantamiente de la 
sesién, 

Les quee stém conformes con le mocién, que digan af. 
(Varios Delegados 531i). Los que no lo estén, que digan no. 
(Varios Sres. Delegados: HO). Queda Aprobada la mocion, 

Se leganta la sesién hasta majiana a las cinco de la tarde, 

Bram las 5:40 De @, 





